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Savage /Love was followed by
an obscenely funny, one-woman
piece written and performed by New
York performance arf{st Laura Zam. >
The piece condenses a 48- pen-

od during which Zam’s protagonist
atempts to leave her apartment to
buy stamps, but is waylaid by an”
onslaught of irritating phone calls.

She finally gets out and goes to New
Yerk's Cathedral Station post office
where she is confronted by an odd
Hispanic man who impans some
umely advice. Humor abounds as
Zam's character, who 1s Jewish, dis-
covers this street person is, in actu-
aliry, Jesus Christ.

Zam calls her work *‘autobio-
graphical fiction”: some events are
ficutious, but the emotional story
line is true. She captvates the audi-
ence with der unique blend of
down-to-earth honesty and larg-
er-than-life comic sensibility. While
Zam is relatvely petite in Size, she

. has a tremendous physical stage

presence, which is driven by an
in-vour-face body language com-
plete with more angry crotch grab-

. bing than a Madonna concert. Zam'’s

' ability to engulf the stage is only

augmented by her thick Brookiyn
accent, which borders on obnox-
ious. In addition, her urter poise and
improvisational skill were unfail-
ing — when a large directional light
came crashing to the stage in
rud-performance, Zam didn't miss
a beat, making the whole thing seem
like her plan. With a brifliant mix of
heavy human themes and non-stop
comedy, Zam. as she puts it, “deliv-
ers the sugar along with the medi-
cine.” —Jennifer Torpie




